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Famous ad-libs 
   !e Music Man of 1979: A bat was "ying around the auditorium during one of the performances, it would swoop 
through on stage and over the audience at times. During a scene in the park Mayor Shinn (John R. Waltner) was giv-
ing a speech when the bat swooped through and John casually threw in the line “Darn birds” and continued on with 
his lines. It brought a chuckle from the crowd both on stage and in the audience.
   110 in the Shade of 1986: !e Freeman area was having an exceptionally wet spring that year with heavy rains 
during Schmeckfest. Interestingly enough the musical that year was about record drought and Greg Kleinsasser’s role 
of Bill Starbuck was trying to convince the townfolk that he could bring rain. Greg’s line was “!e last place I brought 
rain was Oklahoma”. Well Greg changed it one night to “!e last place I made it rain was Freeman, South Dako-
ta.” !is brought laughter from the audience and a#er it died down he added “and it’s still raining”. !is absolutely 
brought the house down with laughter.

Another backstage memory 
   In Brigadoon 1989 Mark Miller was both a Brigadoon resident who wears a kilt and at the end of the show Frank, a 
bartender in New York. His bartender scene was a bit of a quick change so Mark only switched his top half of the cos-
tume and kept the kilt on because he only stood behind the bar. Also behind the bar was a set piece not required to 
be completed below the bar height so the bottom 3 feet were open behind it. !is gave some of the cast members the 
opportunity to reach through and tickle Mark’s exposed legs with feathers while the scene was going on. To his credit 
he never broke character but he did not appreciate the distraction.
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                                                                  SCHMECKFEST BASCKSTAGE MEMORIES 
 
DISCLAIMER: I am putting this right at the front and not in small print at the end of the article. These memories are 
accurate and true to the best of my recollections. I have checked with a few people on certain stories and no one has 
contradicted me. They have even sometimes been able to add more background information. The biggest discrepancies 
were whether it was at practice or during performance. Just remember memories can get fuzzy, which is good that I am 
finally writing them down. And away we go.   
 

1. During the 1979 production of The Music Man the scene of the Paroo house back porch had a two person 
swing. We had to drop chains down from the heavens, our term for the area above the stage, to hook the swing onto. At 
a practice the week of performance Tony Waltner and I were in charge of dropping the chains and when the scene 
started with Marion Paroo (Karen Graber) sitting on the swing we started hoisting swing up and by the time she noticed, 
she was already 6 feet off the ground, too high to jump off. Needless to say the scene ended with her scream. At 
another practice of the same scene I grabbed the one chain and slid down and ended up sitting beside her, that also 
ended with a scream. 
 

2. In Camelot following an off stage scene where Kirk Preheim’s character, Sir Lionel is killed he is carried on 
stage on a stretcher and Lancelot (Greg Kleinsasser) takes Sir Lionel’s hand, puts it to his face and prays over the body. 
Kirk got this idea to put catfish bait (commonly called stink bait) on his hand. The men new about it but Greg did not. 
This was a practice the week of the show and we were already in full costume, probably getting to late to be screwing 
around. When the body came on stage and Greg put the hand to his face and we could see him trying not to react to the 
smell the rest of us were trying unsuccessfully to keep from laughing. While it was hilarious to us the director (John R. 
Waltner) did not see the humor. He stopped the scene, chewed us out and told us practice was over and to go home. I 
have seen director’s upset but he was mad. 
 

3. In Fiddler on the Roof 1972 I vividly remember that in the last scene as Tevye (John R. Waltner) and Golde 
(Nita Engbrecht) turn to follow their fellow Jews to another home there were rings of Schmeckfest sausage hanging on 
the back of their cart. After the show there was discussion about the believability of Jewish people having pork sausage. 
An interesting last night change that created some debate.  
 

4. A memory that always makes me smile happened in the 1990               
production of Kiss Me, Kate. Steve Graber (First Gangster) and Larry  
Schmidt (Second Gangster) sang their crowd pleasing song “Brush Up You 
Shakespeare”and at some point during the song Steve would subtly give a 
 slight tug and adjust himself. The whole cast would be glued to the back-  
stage monitor watching and waiting and give out a big laugh each night  
after it happened. At the end of the last performance Steve was asked  
about his “bit” and he had no clue what we were talking about. He did it 
subconsciously every night and it just added more humor to the song.  
 

5.During an actual performance of The King and I, the opening  
scene is of Anna and her son sailing to Siam with the main stage set up as 
a ship with a 3 foot high railing upstage representing the ship. Well the       
stage crew got the brilliant idea to portray shark infested waters so a piece                         
of plywood was cutout to look like a sharks fin and they tied my feet to-                
gether with a long rope, put me on a cart and as I lay flat on my back           Steve Graber and Larry Schmidt Kiss Me, Kate                
they pulled me across stage behind the railing with me holding the ply- 
wood fin high enough above the railing to be seen by the audience. 
                                                                                  Continued on page 120 

  

  

Steve Graber & Larry Schmidt in Kiss Me, Kate


